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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently Amended) A paint applicator, comprising: a container having an 
opening; and, a housing assembly removably attached to the container, the housing 
assembly comprising a cvlindricallv shaped paint application element and a push-pull 
valve, the paint application element being positioned adjacent to the valve such that the 
longitudinal centerline of the valve is positioned offset and above the centerline of the 
paint application element when the paint applicator is placed in an inverted use position. 
and the push-pull valve beuig in fluid communication with the container wherein said 
container is shaped to include a gripping surface thereon to ergonomically receive the 
hand of a user and a bottom surface with a creoo sootional area at loast equal to the cross - 
sectional oroa of any oth e r section of the contain e r . 

2. (Original) The paint applicator according to claim I, wherein the housing 
assembly comprises a cap adapted to substantially sesd the opening of the containers and a 
cover adapted to engage the cap. 

3. (Original) The paint applicator according to claim 2, further comprising a 
living hinge connecting the cover to the cap. 

4. (Cancelled) The paint applicator according to claim 2, wherein the rim 
comprises a bead and the cap includes an annular channel for receiving the rim, the 
annular channel including a plurality of ribs adapted to interact with the bead to 
substantially seal the cap to the container. 

5. (Original) The paint applicator according to claim 2, wherein the cap includes 
a recess and the cover includes a projection adapted to interact with the recess to provide 
a snap-fit engagement between the cap and the cover. 
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6. (Original) The paint appUcator according to claim 2, wherein the cover 
includes a recess and the cap includes a projection adapted to interact with the recess to 
provide a snap-fit engagement between the cap and the cover. 

7. (Original) The paint applicator according to claim 2, wherein the cap is 
adapted to engage the paint application element. 

8. (Original) The paint applicator according to claim 7, wherein the cover is 
adapted to engage the paint application element. 

.9. (Original) The paint appHcator according to claim 1. wherein the paint 
application element is a paint pad. 

10. (Original) The paint appUcator according to claim 1, wherein the paint 
application element is a paint roller cover. 

11. (Original) The paint applicator according to claim ID, wherein the push-puU 
valve comprises a face having a contour that is complementary to an outer diameter of 
the paint roller cover. 

12. (Original) The paint applicator according to claim 11, wherein ihe face is in 
contact with an outer diameter of the paint roller cover. 

13. (Cancelled) The paint applicator according to claim 1 , wherein an aperture of 
the push-pull valve is positioned above a centerline of the paint application element. 

14. (CuirenUy Amended) A paint appUcator, comprismg; a container having an 
opening; and, a housing assembly removably attached to the container, the housing 
assembly comprising a cylindrical patot roller cover and a valve, the paint roller cover 
being positioned adjacent to the valve such that the lo ngitudinal cfMif<>rline of the v^Ivp i. 
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positioned offset and above the cenierline of the paint applicati on element when the paint 
applicator is placed in an inverted use position, the valve being in fluid conmiunication 
with the container, and the valve comprising a face having a contour that is 
complementary to an outer diameter of the paint roller cover wherein said container is 
shaped to include a gripping surface thereon to ergonomically receive the liand of a user 
md-arbe ttom sur f ac e vAth a croop oectional area at least equal to tho cross occtional area 
of any other oootion of the containQr . 

15, (Original) The paint applicator according to claim 14, wherein the housing 
assembly comprises a cap adapted to substantially seal the opening of the container, and a 
cover adapted to engage the cap. 

16, (Original) The paint applicator according to claim 15, further comprising a 
living hinge connecting the cover to the cap. 

17, (Cancelled) The paint applicator according to claim 15, wherein the rim 
comprises a bead and the cap includes an annular channel for receiving the rim, the 
annular channel including a plurality of ribs adapted to interact with the bead to 
substantially seal the cap to the container. 

18, (Original) The paint applicator according to claim 15, wherein the cap 
includes a recess and the cover includes a projection adapted to interact with the recess to 
provide a snap-fit engagement between the cap and the cover. 

19, (Original) The paint applicator according to claim 15, wherein the cover 
includes a recess and the cap includes a projection adapted to interact with the recess to 
provide a snap-fit engagement between the cap and the cover. 

20- (Original) The paint applicator according to claim 15, wherein the cap is 
adapted to engage the paint roller cover. 
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21. (Original) Tlie paint applicator according to claim 20, wherein the cover is 
adapted to engage the paint roller cover. 

22. (Original) The paint applicator according to claim 14, v*erein the valve is in 
contact with an- outer diameter of the paint roller cover. 

23. (Original) The paint applicator according to claim 14, wherein the valve is a 
push-pull valve, 

24. (Cancelled) The paint applicator according to claim 14, wherein an aperture 
of the valve is positioned above a center line of the paint roller cover. 

25. (Currently Amended) A method of applying paint to a surface, comprising: 
engaging a surface with a paint applicator comprising a container wherein said container 
is shaped to include a gripping surfece thereon to ergonomically receive the hand of a 
user ond - Q bottom surfac e with a cross sootiona l- <n -- ea - at l e ast equal to the croas - s e ctional 
aroa of any other section of the container ^ said container having an opening, and a 
housing assembly removably attached to the container, the housing assembly comprising 
a cylindrical paint roller cover and a valve, the paint roller cover being positioned 
adjacent to the valve such that the longitudinal centerline of the valve is positioned offset 
and above the centerline of the paint application element when the paint applicator is 
placed in an inverted use position, the valve being in fluid communication with the 
container, and the valve comprising a face having a contour that is complementary to an 
outer diameter of the paint roller cover; and, traversing the surface with the paint roller 
cover. 

26. (Original) The method according to claim 25, further comprising opening the 

valve. 
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27. (Original) The method according to claim 25, furth^ comprising positioning 
the valve in contact with an outer diameter of the paint roller cover. 

28, (Previously amended) The paint applicator according to claim 25, further 
comprising closing the valve. 
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